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ABSTRACT

A study on the type of character

in Lee Tae-Jun’s short stories

Kim, Jin—-Sook

Major in Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education
Hanyang University

Adviser : Prof. Lee, Geon—Cheong

The purpose of this study is to inquire the understanding of the life
and the literature meaning by focusing on the various kinds character in
the novels of Lee Tae-Jun, by means of his short stories until the
Korea's Independence. According to the existing studies, the characters
in Lee Tae-Jun's novel is lacked of social activity and history
consciousness as a incredulous and a defeated man and it has been the
general opinion for the study of Lee Tae-Jun’s novels so far.

But, in this thesis, I came to the conclusion that an author’s agony, of

the social and of the historic reality, was reflected in his short stories.
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At first, the preceding studies have probed Sang Hue’'s life and his
literature activity. He grew up extraordinary environments both under
the rule of Japanese Imperialism

and an orphan personally. We consider the period of writing, which was
censorship it reflects that it’s consideration has a significant meaning.
To the main subject, I sorted out five shapes, such as novels character,
human being of the isolation and destitution, conflicted and frustrated
image of the intellect, the simple and unadorned image of the human, the
aged man’s actuality acception, and the image of woman in real. In
human being of the isolation and destitution, It shows that his work
represented the needy of person’s dreary lives. That reason show that it
was originated from the contradiction of these society. In the conflicted
and frustrated image of the intellect, it shows that the author’'s
consciousness enlarged on social problem through an intellectual’s
distress about an oppressive the times. Besides, by means of the
character act as a spokesman of author to reflect on his life and literary
society. and to seek new direction of them. It shows that he predict the
trials to comes up an acute sense of reality recognition. In the simple
and unadorned image of the human, indirectly, it reveals that the gloomy
reality of the present generation. In the aged man’s actuality acception,
that 1is, in case of positive person, future-oriented and the young
educated strong willed person of the aged blame for enervation. In case
of adapted the aged person, it shows that old people’s loneliness and

isolation were caused by a weak will of life and the lack of economical
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power, for the purpose of spotlighting the gloomy stage of the colony. In
the image of woman in real, in case of a ruined woman in urban, it
shows that social absurdity and poverty has appeared frankly through
the tragic life for living to be ruined. The other side, his work shows
that the proper shape of the woman and the intellect was represented by
means of character with having the self-recognition.

The results of analysis of characters in Lee Tae—Jun’s short stories, I
found that there were his consciousness and characters of the present
age, Including the forms of the age problems in his novels. We knows
that they experience spiritual frustration and financial poverty with the
hard realities under the rule of Japanese Imperialism. They had troubles
with the harsh realities of life. I show that the author inform us with an

heartless or gloomy situation, not tolerated them.
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